
PRESS RELEASE
[East Lansing, MI]—Adnane Mokrani’s Toward an Islamic Theology of Nonviolence: In Dialogue 
with René Girard will be available for sale from Michigan State University Press through their 
website at msupress.org and at fine bookstores in July 2022.

This groundbreaking book offers the first systematic study of the Qur’ān and Islamic history in 
the light of René Girard’s mimetic theory. Girard did not deal deeply with Islam, offering only 
scattered hints in some interviews after the September 11, 2001, attacks in the United States. 
Addressing this gap in Girardian studies, Adnane Mokrani aims to develop an Islamic theology 
that goes beyond just war theory to adopt a radical nonviolent approach. He analyzes the 
Qur’ānic text and classical and modern exegetical literature, focusing on the Qur’ānic narratives, 
then extends his research to the history of Islam, removing the sacred character attributed to 
some events and human choices in order to disarm theology and dismantle the ideologies of 
power. This same critique is also applied to the unprecedented levels of violence in modern and 
contemporary history. A radical and politically committed theology of peace is needed to recover 
the spiritual dimension of religion that frees people from the temptations of the individual and 
collective ego. It is a mystical and narrative theology in dialogue with other world theologies on 
the future of humanity—an urgent appeal needed now more than ever.

About Toward an Islamic Theology of Nonviolence:

“Adnane Mokrani’s book is an original and enlightening effort in reinterpreting the Islamic
historical narrative in the mirror of René Girard’s mimetic theory. The greatest merit of Mokrani’s 
work is his clarity and audacity in presenting Islam as a post-sacrificial religion. As such, this book 
opens a new consideration in the field of nonviolent Islam by demonstrating the need to move 
beyond a limited and stereotyped view of this religion.”
—RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO, professor, vice dean, and executive director, Mahatma Gandhi 
Centre for Peace Studies, Jindal Global Law School, India
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About the Author:

ADNANE MOKRANI is a Muslim theologian engaged for more than twenty years in interreligious dialogue on the international 
level. He is an aggregate professor at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome as the first Muslim professor at a pontifical 
university. He is a senior research fellow and member of the Fondazione per le scienze religiose at the Giorgio La Pira Library and 
Research Center in Palermo, Italy.
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